
AGENDA City of Sedona 
Board of Adjustment Hearing Officer 

10:00 AM Tuesday, June 9, 2026 

The mission of the City of Sedona government is to 
provide exemplary municipal services that are consistent 
with our values, history, culture and unique beauty. 

MEETING LOCATION: 
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

102 ROADRUNNER DR, SEDONA, AZ 

NOTICE: 
Pursuant to A.R.S. 38-431.02 notice 
is hereby given to the Board of 
Adjustment Hearing Officer and to 
the general public that the Board of 
Adjustment Hearing Officer will 
hold a public hearing open to the 
public on Tuesday, June 9, 2026, at 
10:00 am in the Council Chambers. 

NOTES:  
• Meeting room is wheelchair

accessible. American Disabilities
Act (ADA) accommodations are
available upon request. Please
phone 928-282-3113 at least 24
hours in advance. 

• Board of Adjustment Hearing
Officer Meeting Agenda and
Packets are available on the
City’s website at:
www.SedonaAZ.gov 

GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

PURPOSE: 
• To allow the public to provide

input to the Board of
Adjustment Hearing Officer on a
particular subject scheduled on
the agenda. 

• Please note that this is not a
question/answer session. 

PROCEDURES: 
• It is strongly encouraged that

public input on agenda items be
submitted by sending an email
to aortega@sedonaaz.gov in
advance of the 10:00 a.m. Call
to Order

• Fill out a “Comment Card” and
deliver it to the Recording
Secretary.

• When recognized, use the
podium/microphone. 

• State your Name and City of
Residence. 

• Limit comments to 3 MINUTES.
• Submit written comments to

the Recording Secretary.

1. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

2. CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING ITEM THROUGH PUBLIC HEARING
PROCEDURES:

a. Public Hearing/discussion/possible action regarding a request for a variance
from LDC Section 2.5.B (RS-10 Setbacks), to reduce the rear setback from 20
feet to 2 feet. This variance is requested to allow for a new single-family
residential structure.
The subject property, located at 1580 West State Route 89A, Unit 2,
is ± 0.17 acres and is zoned RS-10 (Single-Family Residential).
APN: 408-25-026.
Case Number: VAR26-00002
Owner/Applicant:  D&B Assets LLC / Chad Dewitt

3. ADJOURNMENT

Physical Posting: June 4, 2026, By: DJ

Board of Adjustment Hearing Officer Meeting Agenda and Packets are available on the 
City’s website at: www.SedonaAZ.gov or in the Community Development Office, 102 
Roadrunner Drive approximately one week in advance of the meeting.  

Note that members of the City Council and other City Commissions and Committees may 
attend the Board of Adjustment Hearing Officer meeting. While this is not an official City 
Council or Planning and Zoning Commission meeting, because of the potential that four 
or more Council members or Commission members may be present at one time, public 
notice is therefore given for this meeting and/or event. 
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Staff Report 
VAR26-00002 (1580 W SR 89A Unit 2) 
Variance Request: Rear Setback 

City Of Sedona Community 
Development Department 
102 Roadrunner Drive Sedona, AZ 86336 
(928) 282-1154  www.sedonaaz.gov/cd

https://sedonaaz.sharepoint.com/sites/CD/Documents/BOA - HEARING OFFICERS/2026/VAR26-00002 (1580 W SR 89A Unit 2)/Staff Report.docx 

Public Hearing Date: June 9, 2026 

Hearing Body: Hearing Officer (Board of Adjustment) 

Action Requested: Public hearing/discussion/possible action regarding a request for 
approval of a Variance from the Sedona Land Development Code (LDC) 
as follows. 

• LDC Section 2.5.B (RS-10: Single-Family Residential): RS-10, Reduce
required 20-foot rear setback to 2-feet (18-foot, 90% reduction)

Location:  1580 West State Route 89A Unit 2 

Assessor’s Parcel Number: 408-25-026

Property Owner/Applicant: D&B Assets LLC (Chad Dewitt) 

Site Size: ± 0.17 acres  

Zoning: RS-10 (Single-Family Residential) 

Current Land Use: Vacant lot with accessory structure(s) 

Area zoning Area land uses 
North, South, East, West: RS-10 Single-Family Residential 

Report Prepared By: Alex Ortega, Assistant Planner 

Exhibits: 

1. Variance Request Packet .................................................................................................................. 11 

2. Vicinity and Aerial Maps .................................................................................................................. 26 

3. Land Development Code, Applicable Sections ........................................................................................ 29 

• LDC Section 2.5 (RS-10: Single-Family Residential)

• LDC Section 8.8.A: Variance
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Staff Report 
VAR26-00002 (1580 W SR 89A Unit 2) 
Variance Request: Rear Setback 

City Of Sedona Community 
Development Department 
102 Roadrunner Drive Sedona, AZ 86336 
(928) 282-1154  www.sedonaaz.gov/cd
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PROJECT SUMMARY 
The applicant is requesting approval of a variance to reduce the minimum required rear setback from 20 
feet to 2 feet (18-foot, 90% reduction). After the previous manufactured home was demolished, the 
applicant requested a Director’s Interpretation regarding placement of a future building. Based on the 
request, which proposed a reduced setback, Staff determined the applicant would need to request a 
Variance, not a Director’s Interpretation. 

PURPOSE OF A VARIANCE 
The Sedona Land Development Code (LDC) contains standards for development of property throughout 
the City. However, the LDC also acknowledges that there may be instances where the Board of Adjustment 
may grant a variance as long as the required LDC findings are made, authorizing a deviation from the 
development standards allowed by the strict interpretation of the LDC. The variance process, standards, 
and findings are contained in Section 8.8.A (Variance) of the LDC (Exhibit 3). As stated in this section, the 
following is the purpose of a Variance:  

The variance procedure is intended to provide limited relief from the requirements of this Code 
where strict application of the Code would result in exceptional practical difficulty or undue 
hardship preventing the use of the land as otherwise allowed by the Code. The variance procedure 
is not intended to allow a use in a zoning district where it is not currently permitted, or to alleviate 
inconveniences or financial burdens imposed on landowners. -LDC 8.8.A(1) 

SITE CHARACTERISTICS (EXISTING) 
The property is zoned RS-10 (Single-Family Residential). The following development standards apply to 
properties within the RS-10 district: 

o Minimum lot size: 10,000 square feet
▪ The property is approximately 0.17 acres (±7,400 sq. ft.), which is ~25% less than the

minimum size.
▪ The property measures approximately 130’ in width (along the east and west property

lines) by approximately 62’ in depth (along the north and south property lines).
▪ The property has a 10’ wide, 130’ long access easement on the eastern property line,

reducing the size of the lot to ±6,100 sq. ft., 39% less than the minimum size.
o Minimum lot width: 80 feet

▪ The property is approximately 130 feet in width.

PROXIMITY CHARACTERISTICS 
• The property is located at 1580 West State Route 89A Unit 2, off Traumeri Lane (private road).

• The property is not within a subdivision.
o Staff is not aware of a Homeowners’ Association, or additional standards for the neighborhood.

• Although not located in a subdivision, there are ten residential lots with access from Traumeri
Lane; each lot has similar lot features (size, easement, configuration).

• The Traumeri Lane properties are surrounded by other single-family properties.
o The Mission Hills Subdivision is west, and the San Patricio Estates Subdivision is east of the

Traumeri Lane properties.

Page 3

http://www.sedonaaz.gov/cd
https://sedona.municipal.codes/SLDC/8.8.A
https://sedona.municipal.codes/SLDC/9.9__700bc90a2a50660ba168a0ecdc917606
https://sedona.municipal.codes/SLDC/9.9__ca0dbad92a874b2f69b549293387925e
https://sedona.municipal.codes/SLDC/9.9__ca0dbad92a874b2f69b549293387925e
https://sedona.municipal.codes/SLDC/9.9__ca0dbad92a874b2f69b549293387925e
https://sedona.municipal.codes/SLDC/9.9__700bc90a2a50660ba168a0ecdc917606
https://sedona.municipal.codes/SLDC/9.9__812a244abd3f9000acabcc97f19750ad


VAR26-00002 (1580 West State Route 89A, Unit 2) 

https://sedonaaz.sharepoint.com/sites/CD/Documents/BOA - HEARING OFFICERS/2026/VAR26-00002 (1580 W SR 89A Unit 2)/Staff Report.docx 

BACKGROUND 
Due to the square footage, the parcel, like the adjacent lots on Traumeri Lane (private road), is a legal 
nonconforming lot, lawfully established prior to the adoption of the LDC. While these lots do not comply 
with the minimum lot size requirements, they can be used for the construction of structure(s) allowed in 
the zoning district provided they comply with all other applicable code requirements.  

In addition to being undersized, the Traumeri Lane lots are oriented with the longest property lines being 
the front and rear lines. A standard lot orientation has the front and rear lines as the shorter property 
lines (with the longer lines being side property lines). Having longer front and rear property lines leads to 
the setbacks having a greater impact on the buildable area of the lot, as front and rear setbacks are larger 
than side setbacks (20 feet vs. 7 feet in the RS-10 zoning district). See Figure 3.  

While the legal nonconforming section of the code provides allowances for lots with substandard widths, 
this lot meets the minimum width requirement (LDC Section 2.5.B). There is no minimum requirement for 
lot depth, but a lot that meets both the 10,000 square foot minimum size and 80 foot minimum width 
would have a depth of 125 feet. When the 130-foot front easement is taken into account, this lot has a 
depth of 51.8 feet.  

Based on Yavapai County records, the previous manufactured home was installed in 1959, prior to City 
incorporation. However, as outlined in LDC Section 1.6.C(1)d, as more than six months have elapsed since 
the manufactured home was demolished, no legal nonconforming rights are retained, and buildings shall 
comply with all applicable LDC requirements. 

The submitted plans show two existing accessory structures on the lot. Both accessory structures appear 
to be located within a required setback area and neither structure appears to have been permitted with 
the County or the City. However, as outlined in the letter of intent, the accessory structures are not 
included in the variance request and have not been included in Staff’s review.  

The following figures depict the property and built conditions. 

Figure 1: Aerial View of the 
Vacant Property and Accessory 
Structure(s) 
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Figure 2: Site Survey Provided 
by the Applicant 

Figure 3: Map showing the 
Traumeri Lane properties. 
Traumeri Lane is a private 20’ 
wide easement centered on 
the middle property line.  

ANALYSIS 
Applicant’s Letter 
The applicant’s letter of intent and supporting documentation are included in Exhibit 1. 

Analysis by Community Development Staff 
Setbacks 
Setbacks for all properties are set forth by the applicable section of Article 2 (Zoning Districts). In this case, 
LDC Section 2.5 (RS-10: Single-Family Residential). This section requires minimum front and rear setbacks 
of 20 feet and side setbacks of 7 feet. As outlined in LDC Section 2.24.D(1), all setbacks are measured from 
property lines; when lot lines are within street or access easements, the setback shall be measured from 
the edge of the ingress/egress/access easement. The original plans submitted by the applicant (a ~30-foot 
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by 60-foot building footprint) did not meet the front setback when measured from the easement and 
were revised to a ~24-foot by 75-foot building footprint.  

Items Not Addressed in the Variance Request 
Accessory Structures 
Both the survey and plans submitted indicate an accessory structure and a “covered area concrete pad” 
located within required setback areas. Although the accessory structure was cited as precedent for the 
reduced setback, neither structure was cited within the variance request. As such, Staff has not included 
the accessory structure(s) in the review.  

Construction Type/Permitted Use 
Although the previous use of the subject property was a manufactured home, LDC Section 3.2.E, Table 3.1 
(Table of Allowed Uses) does not permit manufactured homes in the zoning district. As variances cannot 
be approved for use regulations, any proposed structure(s) shall comply with the permitted uses of the 
zoning district.   

Variance Requested 
A variance may be considered to mitigate practical difficulty or undue hardship preventing the use of the 
property as otherwise allowed by the Code.   

The applicant has requested a variance to allow for a proposed principal structure to divert from the 
following LDC requirement:  

• LDC Section 2.5.B: The proposed setback reduction would allow a proposed principal structure to
be located two feet from the rear property line (reduce required 20’ setback by 18’).

FINDINGS 
LDC Section 8.8.A, Variance, of Article 8 (Administration and Procedures) of the LDC establishes specific 
findings that must be made for a variance request to be approved. The full text of this section can be 
reviewed by clicking the link above or in Exhibit 3. The required findings are listed below. 

LDC Section 8.8.A(4): Variance Findings. The Board of Adjustment may approve a variance upon making 
all the following findings:  

A. The variance requested does not constitute a special privilege inconsistent with limitations on other
properties classified in the same zoning district.

Applicant Response: The requested 2-foot rear setback does not constitute a special privilege. 
The subject property historically had a structure located approximately 2 feet from the rear 
property line prior to demolition. Additionally, the existing structure currently on site remains 
approximately 2 feet from the rear property line. The residential structures immediately 
adjacent to the right and left of the property also maintain approximately 2-foot rear setbacks. 
Including the subject property, there are five properties along this rear property line that have 
similar 2-foot setbacks. The request is consistent with the established development pattern of 
the surrounding properties and does not seek treatment different from neighboring homes in 
the same zoning district.  

Staff Response: The proposed variance is to reduce the 20-foot rear setback (LDC Section 
2.5.B) to two feet (18-foot, 90% reduction). Although the applicant submitted preliminary plans 
of the proposed building footprint(s), Staff has reviewed the request as a reduction of the rear 
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setback, maintaining compliance with all other required setbacks and applicable LDC 
requirements.  

As demonstrated by the adjacent properties on Traumeri Lane, along with the previous 
manufactured home and existing accessory structure, a reduced rear setback has been used 
on a number of properties in this neighborhood. Although the previous manufactured home 
had a reduced rear setback, it was removed more than six months ago, so no legal 
nonconforming rights are retained.  

B. The strict application of the Code standards for which a variance is sought would produce undue
hardship not related to purposes of convenience or financial burden.

Applicant Response: Strict enforcement of the 20-foot rear setback would create undue 
hardship by preventing reasonable development consistent with the established neighborhood 
pattern. The lot’s existing development history and surrounding structures demonstrate that 
a 2-foot setback has long been the practical and functional standard along this property line. 
Requiring a 20-foot setback would significantly restrict buildable area in a manner inconsistent 
with neighboring properties and the historical placement of structures on the site. The 
hardship relates to physical site constraints and established development conditions rather 
than financial considerations.  

Staff Response: Strict application of the LDC (minimum setbacks) would produce a narrow 
building footprint. As the survey depicts, when applying the setbacks from the edge of 
easement, the remaining building footprint has a depth of 11.8 feet.  

The request is due to the building footprint depth and not related to purposes of convenience 
or financial burden. This is further emphasized by the applicant’s willingness to revise the 
proposed preliminary footprint of the structure after discovering the access easement.  

C. The applicant did not create the hardship by their own actions.

Applicant Response: The hardship was not created by the applicant. The original structure was 
constructed approximately 2 feet from the rear property line prior to the current ownership 
and prior to demolition. The surrounding neighboring homes were also developed with similar 
rear setbacks. These existing conditions predate the current request and were not created by 
the applicant.  

Staff Response: The depth of the lot is a unique condition that was not created by the 
applicant. The nonconforming size of the lot poses additional challenges to the property. 
Adjacent properties feature similar nonconforming lot features that do not meet the minimum 
size requirements outlined in the LDC. However, when coupling the limited depth of the lot 
and the nonconforming size, the lot has design challenges that would reasonably influence the 
proposed design and placement of any structure. The proposed variance request is indicative 
of an effort to respond to the site constraints while maintaining the use allotted within the 
zoning district; a single-family residential structure.     

D. The variance requested does not harm the public and does not impair the intent or purposes of this
Code, goals, and policies, including the specific regulation for which the variance is sought.

Applicant Response: Granting the variance will not harm the public nor impair the intent of 
the Land Development Code. The request maintains the established residential character of 
the area and aligns with the existing pattern of development along this rear property line. The 
variance does not increase density beyond what is typical in the neighborhood, nor does it 
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negatively affect light, air, access, or public welfare. It maintains consistency with adjacent 
properties and preserves neighborhood character.  

Staff Response: A notification was sent to all property owners within 600 feet on May 20th, 
which informed them of the requested variance and gave them the option of submitting 
comments and attending the Board of Adjustment hearing. The request was also noticed in the 
Red Rock News, and a physical sign was posted on the property. Additionally, along with the 
letter of intent, the applicant submitted letters of support from adjacent property owners. No 
objections to the variance were received by Staff. 

E. The variance request will not violate building or fire code requirements or create a safety hazard.

Applicant Response: The proposed construction will comply with all applicable building and 
fire code requirements. Any required fire-rated wall assemblies or other life-safety measures 
will be incorporated into the design to meet code standards. The reduced setback will not 
create a safety hazard and will meet all structural and safety requirements established by 
governing authorities.  

Staff Response: A proposed single-family residence will be required to obtain building permits. 
During the permit review process, compliance with building and fire code requirements will be 
verified and the permit(s) will not be issued until all applicable requirements are met.  

F. The requested variance is the minimum relief necessary from the subject standards of the Code.

Applicant Response: The request represents the minimum relief necessary to allow reasonable 
use of the property consistent with surrounding homes. A 2-foot rear setback matches the 
historical and existing conditions on site and mirrors the adjacent properties. No greater 
encroachment is requested beyond what has already been established along this property line. 

Staff Response: The applicant is requesting a variance to reduce the required rear setback to 
two feet. Due to precedent within the immediate neighborhood and previous structures 
located on the subject property, the request is in line with the development pattern of the 
adjacent properties. Additionally, the applicant amended the preliminary building footprint in 
an effort to comply with the front setback (as measured from the edge of the easement) and 
to minimize the requested variance. No other variances or minor modifications have been 
requested.  

G. The variance is warranted for one or more of the following reasons:

i. The strict or literal interpretation and enforcement of the specified regulation would deprive
the applicant of privileges enjoyed by the owners of other properties in the same zoning district.

Applicant Response: Strict enforcement would deprive the applicant of privileges currently
enjoyed by neighboring property owners whose homes are located approximately 2 feet from
the rear property line. The variance ensures equal treatment and maintains consistency within
the zoning district.

ii. The variance furthers the goals of the Sedona Community Plan and/or other adopted plans.

Applicant Response: The request supports neighborhood compatibility and preservation of
established development patterns, which aligns with the goals of maintaining community
character and orderly development within Sedona.

iii. The subject property has an exceptional shape, topography, building configuration or other
exceptional site condition that is not a general condition throughout the zoning district.
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Applicant Response: The property’s existing building configuration and established 
development pattern along this specific rear property line create a unique circumstance. The 
consistent 2-foot setback along multiple adjoining properties reflects a localized condition not 
representative of the entire zoning district.   

iv. The variance is of a technical nature and is required to protect a sensitive resource, natural
feature, or community asset.

Applicant Response: The applicant did not provide a response to this finding.

Staff Responses: G.i: The strict interpretation of the LDC would limit the applicant of privileges
enjoyed by other owners in the same zoning district. Although the LDC does not outline
minimum building dimensions or sizes, the 11.8-foot building depth (when applying the
minimum setback areas) creates design and practicality challenges. Although other
nonconforming lots that do not meet the minimum lot sizes for RS-10 zoning exist in the City,
the narrow buildable depth deprives the applicant of constructing a house that meets the
intended use and function of a single-family residential structure.

G.iii: The subject property has an exceptional shape and building configuration that is not a
typical condition of the zoning district. Due to the layout of the lot, the rear property line
(where the lot is widest) is approximately 130 feet. Additionally, as previously highlighted, the
lot is approximately 25% smaller (39% when the land within the easement is excluded) than
the minimum code requirement. The front and rear minimum setback areas are the most
restrictive in terms of constructing a building or structure. Having a lot that is as wide as the
subject property with a limited depth creates a smaller building envelope than is typical for
other lots in the RS-10 zoning district.
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SUMMARY 
It is the role of the Board of Adjustment Hearing Officer to review the application, the staff report, and 
exhibits, and make findings regarding compliance or non-compliance with the adopted criteria to 
determine if a variance may be granted. 

In summary, the previous building was removed over six months ago, so the nonconforming rights 
outlined in LDC Section 1.6 have not been maintained, and, without a variance, all future development 
shall comply with all LDC requirements. The lot is undersized, impacted by an access easement, and is 
wider than it is deep, so the application of standard setbacks creates a building envelope that is less than 
12’ deep. Therefore, the property owner has requested a variance to allow a 2’ rear setback (rather than 
the required 20’ setback) for the proposed house as shown on the plans (Exhibit 1). If the variance is 
approved, all other applicable LDC, Building/Safety, Fire District, Public Works/Engineering requirements 
will be required to be met prior to a building permit being issued.  

Only the proposed house is included in this request. No other existing or proposed accessory buildings 
were included in the request or evaluation.  

If approved, staff would recommend the following conditions: 

1. The applicant shall submit a building permit application for the proposed single-family residential
structure in accordance with the approved variance within six (6) months of approval of the
variance.

2. Building permits for the house shall be issued and construction commenced within one (1) year of
approval of the variance.

3. Unless specifically modified with this variance, the plans shall show compliance with all applicable
Land Development Code, Building Code, Fire Code, and other applicable code requirements.
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Dear Members of the City of Sedona Board of Adjustment and Community Development Department:
I am writing to formally request a variance, for the property located at,1580 W SR-89A Lot 2, Sedona, AZ 86326. Due to recent
amendments and enforcement of updated,Sedona Land Development Code (LDC) standards, specifically residential development
setbacks, lot size limitations, and related statutory requirements, this property cannot be developed with a standard residential home
without undue hardship.

1. Impact of New Sedona Building Codes, This portion of the city was designed prior to the newest version of building codes,
Recent updates to the Sedona Land Development Code have significantly altered the way residential setbacks and development standards
are applied. According to the City’s LDC, minimum setbacks (distances structures must maintain from property lines) are strictly defined
for residential lots, including provisions for front, side, rear, and adjacent open space or National Forest boundaries. Setbacks cannot be
reduced except through variance procedures approved by the Board of Adjustment. (sedona.municipal.codes)

These updated code provisions, effectively constrain building placement on undersized or irregular lots, such that the buildable area
available within the required setbacks is insufficient to locate a customary residential footprint and associated utilities, while still
complying with grading, drainage, and Code-mandated natural resource protections.

2. Application of Sedona’s Variance Criteria
Under LDC Section 8.8.A, the variance procedure exists to grant relief when strict application of the Code would result in exceptional
practical difficulty or undue hardship that prevents the use of land as otherwise allowed. (sedona.municipal.codes)
We believe this property meets the variance criteria, including:
Undue hardship from strict Code application: The current setbacks and development standards leave, no reasonable buildable area for a
permitted single-family dwelling. This is not a mere inconvenience or financial burden, but a genuine inability to use the property as it is
zoned.
Unique lot conditions: The property’s dimensions, orientation, and existing topography create constraints beyond what is typical in the
zoning district, effectively depriving it of buildable area allowed on comparable lots.
No special privilege or harm: The requested variance does not grant a privilege outside the scope of other properties in the same zoning
district; it seeks only the minimum relief necessary to allow a residence as otherwise permitted by right.
Consistency with community goals: Enabling residential development here furthers Sedona’s community goals of appropriate infill
development and responsible use of existing land resources.

3. Request for Variance Relief

For these reasons, we respectfully request that the Board of Adjustment grant a variance for relief from the current setback requirements

that render this lot unbuildable under the updated Code. Specifically, we are requesting adjustment of setback distances so that a

reasonable residential structure can be located on the property consistent with the general intent of the LDC and community character

goals, without encroaching on required environmental or safety buffers.  Specifically we request 18ft variance on the back property

line. The current code set back, 20ft. The purposed design submitted with this documentation shows, 24- foot by 75- foot
building envelope. approximatly 1800 sq ft building envelope. Please refrance design site plan
submited with documentation.

a. The variance requested does not constitute a special privilege inconsistent with limitations on other properties classified in the same
zoning district.

The requested 2-foot rear setback does not constitute a special privilege. The subject property historically had a structure located
approximately 2 feet from the rear property line prior to demolition. Additionally, the existing structure currently on site remains
approximately 2 feet from the rear property line. The residential structures immediately adjacent to the right and left of the property also
maintain approximately 2-foot rear setbacks. Including the subject property, there are five properties along this rear property line that
have similar 2-foot setbacks. The request is consistent with the established development pattern of the surrounding properties and does
not seek treatment different from neighboring homes in the same zoning district.

b. The strict application of the Code standards for which a variance is sought would produce undue hardship not related to purposes of
convenience or financial burden.
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Strict enforcement of the 20-foot rear setback would create undue hardship by preventing reasonable development consistent with the
established neighborhood pattern. The lot’s existing development history and surrounding structures demonstrate that a 2-foot setback has
long been the practical and functional standard along this property line. Requiring a 20-foot setback would significantly restrict buildable
area in a manner inconsistent with neighboring properties and the historical placement of structures on the site. The hardship relates to
physical site constraints and established development conditions rather than financial considerations.

c. The applicant did not create the hardship by their own actions.

The hardship was not created by the applicant. The original structure was constructed approximately 2 feet from the rear property line
prior to the current ownership and prior to demolition. The surrounding neighboring homes were also developed with similar rear
setbacks. These existing conditions predate the current request and were not created by the applicant.

d. The variance requested does not harm the public and does not impair the intent or purposes of this Code, goals, and policies,
including the specific regulation for which the variance is sought.

Granting the variance will not harm the public nor impair the intent of the Land Development Code. The request maintains the
established residential character of the area and aligns with the existing pattern of development along this rear property line. The
variance does not increase density beyond what is typical in the neighborhood, nor does it negatively affect light, air, access, or public
welfare. It maintains consistency with adjacent properties and preserves neighborhood character.

e. The variance request will not violate building or fire code requirements or create a safety hazard.

The proposed construction will comply with all applicable building and fire code requirements. Any required fire-rated wall assemblies
or other life-safety measures will be incorporated into the design to meet code standards. The reduced setback will not create a safety
hazard and will meet all structural and safety requirements established by governing authorities.

f. The requested variance is the minimum relief necessary from the subject standards of the Code.

The request represents the minimum relief necessary to allow reasonable use of the property consistent with surrounding homes. A 2-foot
rear setback matches the historical and existing conditions on site and mirrors the adjacent properties. No greater encroachment is
requested beyond what has already been established along this property line.

g. The variance is warranted for one or more of the following reasons:

1. The strict or literal interpretation and enforcement of the specified regulation would deprive the applicant of privileges enjoyed by the
owners of other properties in the same zoning district.

Strict enforcement would deprive the applicant of privileges currently enjoyed by neighboring property owners whose homes are located
approximately 2 feet from the rear property line. The variance ensures equal treatment and maintains consistency within the zoning
district.

2. The variance furthers the goals of the Sedona Community Plan and/or other adopted plans.

The request supports neighborhood compatibility and preservation of established development patterns, which aligns with the goals of
maintaining community character and orderly development within Sedona.

3. The subject property has an exceptional shape, topography, building configuration or other exceptional site condition that is not a
general condition throughout the zoning district.

The property’s existing building configuration and established development pattern along this specific rear property line create a unique
circumstance. The consistent 2-foot setback along multiple adjoining properties reflects a localized condition not representative of the
entire zoning district.

4. Conclusion

Page 15



Without the requested variance, the current regulatory environment makes it impractical or impossible to achieve a standard residential
development on this property. We respectfully request that the Board consider this variance application under the established LDC
variance criteria and allow for a solution that balances community policy with practical development realities.
Thank you for your consideration. We are prepared to provide supplemental materials including site plans, topography, and additional
narrative as requested during the review process.

Supporting Documentation

The applicant has provided photographic evidence of the adjacent properties demonstrating that the residential structures immediately to
the right and left of 1580 W SR-89A Lot 2 are constructed approximately 2 feet from the rear property line. These photographs confirm
the established development pattern along this specific rear property line.

In addition, signed letters of support from adjacent property owners are being submitted with this application. The neighboring property
owners directly affected by the rear setback have expressed written support for the requested variance. These letters confirm that the
proposed 2-foot rear setback will not negatively impact their properties and is consistent with the existing character of the neighborhood.

This documentation further demonstrates that:

* The request does not constitute a special privilege.
* The variance maintains consistency with surrounding properties.
* The variance does not harm adjacent property owners or the public.
* The request reflects the established pattern of development along this property line.

Sincerely,
Jordan Newton
928-301-8236
Owner representative, builder contractor, designer
3339 E Coyote Circle
Cottonwood AZ, 86326

Xdsdesigngroup.com
FaceBook XDS X-Teriors Design Solutions
Jordan Newton. 928-301-8236
#GODISGOOD
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Traumeri Road

FENCING HEIGHT = 6’

Drawings for:

1580 Traumeri Ln,

Sedona AZ

X-TERIORS DESIGN

SOLUTIONS

928.301.8236

ROC# 316081

Covered Shade Structure
18’ X 24’  – TOTAL COVERAGE 432 SQ FT

MAX HEIGHT GRADE TO PEAK – 11FT

Existing Structure
UNDER 200 SQ FT

40FT SETBACK

74FT SETBACK

20FT SETBACK

Version: 4.0
Date: 01/24/25
Sale: 1” = 5’

Sheet: 1/1

Existing Structure

Office Building Footprint
24’ x 6524FT SETBACK
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Exhibit 2: 

Vicinity and Aerial Maps 
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Exhibit 3: 

Land Development Code, Applicable Sections: 

LDC Section 2.5 (RS-10: Single-Family Residential) 

LDC Section 8.8.A: Variance 
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A. Variance

(1) Purpose

The variance procedure is intended to provide limited relief from the requirements of this Code where strict
application of the Code would result in exceptional practical difficulty or undue hardship preventing the use
of the land as otherwise allowed by the Code. The variance procedure is not intended to allow a use in a
zoning district where it is not currently permitted, or to alleviate inconveniences or financial burdens imposed
on landowners.

(2) Applicability

a. Any property owner seeking relief from this Code may request a variance when the strict application of
the Code would result in an undue hardship.

b. Variances may be granted from the regulations of all articles of this Code, with the exception of Section
5.3, Grading and Drainage, and Article 7: Subdivision.

(3) Application Submittal and Review Procedure

Figure 8-16 identifies the applicable steps from Section 8.3, Common Review Procedures, that apply to the
review of variances. Additions or modifications to the common review procedures are noted below.

Figure 8-16: Variance 

a. Pre-Application Meeting

A pre-application meeting shall be held in accordance with Section 8.3.B, Pre-Application Meeting.

b. Application Submittal and Handling

Section 8.8 Flexibility and Relief | Sedona Land Development Code Page 1 of 4
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The variance application shall be submitted, accepted, and revised, and may be withdrawn, in 
accordance with Section 8.3.C, Application Submittal and Handling. A single application may include 
requests for variances from more than one regulation applicable to the same site, or for similar 
variances on two or more adjacent sites with similar characteristics. 

c. Staff Review and Action

The Director shall review the application and prepare a staff report and recommendation in accordance
with Section 8.3.E, Staff Review and Action.

d. Scheduling and Notice of Public Hearings

The variance application shall be scheduled for a public hearing before the Board of Adjustment and
noticed in accordance with Section 8.3.F, Scheduling and Notice of Public Hearings.

e. Review and Decision (Board of Adjustment)

1. The Board shall hold a public hearing on an application for a variance. At a public hearing, the Board
shall review the application, statements and drawings submitted and shall receive public comments
and pertinent evidence concerning the variance, particularly with respect to the findings in Section
8.8.A(4).

2. Within 21 days following the close of the public hearing on a variance application, the Board shall
act on the application.

i. The Board may grant a variance as the variance was applied for or in a modified form or the
application may be denied.

ii. A variance may be revocable, may be granted for a limited time period, or may be granted
subject to conditions the Board may prescribe.

iii. Upon failure to act within the prescribed 21-day period, the Board shall lose jurisdiction and
the request shall be deemed denied. An appeal may be taken to the Superior Court, as
prescribed by state law.

iv. Any proposed revisions or changes to an approved variance application shall be submitted in
the same manner and subject to the same approval process as the original review.

3. The Board’s decision shall be based only on the record of the public hearing and shall be reduced to
writing; include findings of fact based on competent, material, and substantial evidence presented
at the hearing; reflect the determination of contested facts; and state how the findings support
compliance with applicable review standards.

f. Post-Decision Actions and Limitations

All common procedures in Section 8.3.H, Post-Decision Actions and Limitations, shall apply, with the
following modification:

Section 8.8 Flexibility and Relief | Sedona Land Development Code Page 2 of 4
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1. Expiration and Revocation of Variance Approval

A variance permit shall expire and may be considered for revocation following one year of inactivity,
as defined in Section 8.3.H(3), Expiration and Revocation of Approval.

(4) Variance Findings

The Board of Adjustment may approve a variance upon making all of the following findings:

a. The variance requested does not constitute a special privilege inconsistent with limitations on other
properties classified in the same zoning district.

b. The strict application of the Code standards for which a variance is sought would produce undue
hardship not related to purposes of convenience or financial burden.

c. The applicant did not create the hardship by their own actions.

d. The variance requested does not harm the public and does not impair the intent or purposes of this
Code, goals, and policies, including the specific regulation for which the variance is sought.

e. The variance request will not violate building or fire code requirements or create a safety hazard.

f. The requested variance is the minimum relief necessary from the subject standards of the Code.

g. The variance is warranted for one or more of the following reasons:

1. The strict or literal interpretation and enforcement of the specified regulation would deprive the
applicant of privileges enjoyed by the owners of other properties in the same zoning district.

2. The variance furthers the goals of the Sedona Community Plan and/or other adopted plans.

3. The subject property has an exceptional shape, topography, building configuration or other
exceptional site condition that is not a general condition throughout the zoning district.

4. The variance is of a technical nature and is required to protect a sensitive resource, natural feature,
or community asset. [Ord. 2020-04 § 1, 9-8-20 (Res. 2020-16)].
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The Sedona Land Development Code is current through Ordinance 2025-11, passed November 12, 2025. 

Disclaimer: The City Clerk’s Office has the official version of the Sedona Land Development Code. Users should 
contact the City Clerk’s Office for ordinances passed subsequent to the ordinance cited above. 

City Website: www.SedonaAZ.gov 

Hosted by General Code. 
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